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ELRAY  L.  CHRISTIANSEN 


Elray  L.  Christiansen  was  called  and  set 
apart  as  an  Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  in  October,  1951.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  General  Church  Welfare  Committee  and 
serves  as  chairman  of  the  Budget  Production 
Committee  in  the  welfare  programme.  Elder 
Christiansen  served  as  a  missionary  in  the 
Central  States  Mission  in  1924  and  1925.  In 
1937  he  was  appointed  president  of  the  Texas- 
Louisiana  Mission,  where  with  his  wife  Lewella 
and  their  three  children,  Francis,  John,  and 
Dorthea,  he  served  until  August,  1941.  In 
February  1952  he  was  released  as  President  of 


the  Logan  L.D.S.  Temple,  which  position  he 
had  held  for  nearly  nine  years.  He  has  filled 
many  offices  in  the  Church  including  that  of 
bishop  of  a  ward  and  president  of  a  stake. 
He  is  one  of  the  very  few  men  in  the  Church 
who  has  served  as  Temple  President,  Stake 
President,  and  Mission  President.  Elder 
Christiansen  is  a  graduate  of  the  Utah  State 
Agricultural  College  in  Logan,  Utah,  and  has 
attended  the  University  of  Utah  and  the 
Brigham  Young  University  in  graduate  study. 
When  not  engaged  in  Church  work,  he  has 
worked  with  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  in  grazing 
reconnaissance. 


THE  NEED  FOR  MORE  CHARITY 


The  wonderful  addresses,  the  singing,  and 
all  that  has  pertained  to  the  conference,  in- 
cluding the  prayers  of  the  brethren,  have  found 
lodgement  in  my  soul.  1  am  determined  to 
leave  here  and  live  a  better  life,  and  to  do 
some  things  better  that  I  may  not  have  done 
so  well.  I  hope,  brethren  and  sisters,  that  ail 
of  us  will  have  that  determination.  Someone 
has  said,  "He  who  learns  and  learns  and  acts 
not  what  he  knows  is  like  the  man  who  plows 
and  plows  and  never  sows."  So  I  hope  that 
we  can  go  from  here  and  sow  seeds  cf 
righteousness  in  our  own  homes  and  hearts 
and  among  others. 

Now  I  pray  in  all  humility  that  my  brief 
and  sketchy  message  may  not  detract  from 
that  which  has  been  said  and  that  I  may  have 
your  sympathy  and  prayers  in  presenting  what 
I  have  to  say.  I  speak  in  the  spirit  of  com- 
mendation and  encouragement  and  not  in  the 
way  of  fault  finding  or  criticism. 

I  believe,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  that  there 
is  a  need  in  the  world  for  emphasis  to  be  given 
to  a  great  principle  of  which  the  Lord  has 
spoken  many  times  and  which  his  apostles, 
old  and  modern,  have  advocated.  That  is  the 
need  of  our  being  more  charitable,  and  1 
assume  that  need  exists  among  us.  1  know 
that  it  exists  with  me.  1  do  not  have  in  mind 
at  this  moment  the  relief  of  the  suffering 
through  the  giving  of  our  substance:  that  is  a 
necessary  and  proper  principle,  of  course,  but 
rather  I  have  in  mind  the  kind  of  charity  that 
is  demonstrated  in  being  lenient  and  tolerant 
in  judging  others  and  in  judging  their  action: 


the  kind  cf  charity  that  forgives  those  who 
accuse  us  wrongfully,  who  misinterpret  our 
intentions;  the  kind  of  charity  that  is  patient 
in  the  presence  of  those  who  are  quick  to 
judge  us. 

I  have  in  mind  the  charity  that  impels  us 
to  be  sympathetic,  compassionate,  and  merci- 
ful, not  only  in  times  of  sickness  and  affliction 
and  distress,  but  also  in  times  of  weakness  or 
error  on  the  part  of  others. 

We  are  taught  that  he  that  is  merciful  shall 
be  rewarded  in  kind.  The  Lord  has  said. 
"Blessed  are  the  merciful :  for  they  shall 
obtain  mercy."  (Matt.  5:7.)  I  speak  of  the 
kind  of  charity  that  not  only  forgives  but  also 
that  forgets  the  acts  of  those  who  trespass 
against  us,  who  offend  us,  who  hurt  us.  There 
is  need  of  that  brand  of  charity,  if  I  may  call 
it  such,  which  causes  one  to  refuse  to  speak 
of  or  to  repeat  unkind  remarks  which  are  said 
about  another — even  though  they  may  be  true! 
The  more  perfect  one  becomes,  the  less  he  is 
inclined  to  speak  of  the  imperfections  of 
others. 

There  is  need  of  that  kind  of  charity  that 
gives  hope  to  those  who  are  unnoticed,  those 
who  are  discouraged,  and  the  afflicted.  There 
is  need  of  charity  that  can  instill  into  the 
hearts  of  those  who  have  made  mistakes,  the 
desire  to  repent  and  to  seek  forgiveness  of 
those  against  who  they  may  have  done  wrong. 
After  all.  true  charity  is  love  in  action.  And 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  need  of  charity,  like 
the  need  of  God,  is  everywhere. 

(Continued  on  page  118) 
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CHURCH      LEADER     NOTES  monelte,   as    a    feature    of    the 

BIRTHDAY:    President   Stephen  weekly  broadcast  since  10  months 

L.  Richards  will  observe  his  77th  alter  the  programme's  maugura- 

birtntday  on  Monday,  June  18.  tion. 


The  venerable  Churchman  was 
born  in  the  little  Mormon  town 
of  Mendon,  Cache  Co.,  Utah, 
June  18,  1879.  His  is  of  rich 
pioneer  heritage.  His  -father,  Dr. 
Stephen  Longstroth  Richards, 
was  a  prominent  pioneer  physi- 
cian. His  mother  was  Emma 
Louise  Stayner  Richards,  a  gifted 
daughter  of  pioneers  and  herself 
a  mother  of  10  children. 

Famous   Grandfather 

President  Richard's  grand- 
father was  Dr.  Willard  Richards, 
bosom  companion  and  associate 
of  the  Propnet  Joseph  Smith  and 
one  time  counsellor  in  the  First 
Presidency  with  Brigham  Young. 
His  grandfather  was  one  of  the 
three  who  stood  with  the  Prophet 
Joseph  on  that  ill-fated  day  in 
Carthage  jail  in  June,  1844,  when 
the  Prophet  and  his  brother 
Hyilim  were  murdered  in  cold 
blood. 

The  same  strength  of  leader- 
ship and  courageous  acceptance 
of  principle  is  the  watchword  of 
his  grandson,  who  followed  in  his 
footsteps  as  a  counsellor  in  the 
First  Presidency.  President 
Richards  was  set  apart  as  a 
counsellor  to  his  long-time  friend 
and  associate,  President  David 
O.  McKay,  April  12,  1951. 

Set  Apart  in  1917 

This  latest  assignment  in 
Church  leadership  followed  34 
years  as  an  apostle,  he  having 
been  set  apart  as  a  member  of 
the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Jan. 
18,  1917. 

CHURCH  NOTES  MILE- 
STONE: Recently  the  Church 
Tabernacle  Choir  made  its  1400th 
network  programme — a  record 
without  parallel  in  the  history  of 
radio. 

The  choir  made  its  first  weekly 
broadcast  on  July  18,  1929,  over 
the  National  Broadcasting  Co. 
network.  Three  years  later,  in 
September  of  1932.  it  started  as 
a  regular  Sunday  feature  of 
Columbia  Broadcasting  System, 
and  started  toward  its  all-time 
network  record. 

Elder  Richard  L.  Evans  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  has  de- 
livered the  "Spoken  Word"  com- 
mentary,    an    inspirational    ser- 


Tne  choir,  directed  for  the  past 
21  years  by  J.  Spencer  Cornwall, 
nas  naa  many  signal  recognitions 
ior  its  remarkable  record  of  ser- 
vice, the  greatest  being  its  over- 
seas trip  last  year  during  which 
it  presented  a  series  of  14  con- 
certs in  the  great  musical  capitals 
ox  Great  Britain  and  northern 
Europe. 

HONG    KONG,    CHINA:    The 

first  baptismal  service  for  Chinese 
members  was  held  on  May  30, 
1956,  at  the  new  mission  home  in 
Hong  Kong.  Eleven  persons 
were  baptized,  including  three 
cnildren  of  members. 

This  baptism  represents  the 
first  of  the  many  contacts  made 
since  the  reopening  in  August, 
1955.  Those  baptized  have  been 
studying  the  Gospel  for  at  least 
six  months  and  have  completed 
the  required  18  lessons  which 
comprise  the  Southern  Far  East 
Mission  plan,  according  to  Presi- 
dent Herald  G.  Heaton. 

MEXICO   CITY,  MEXICO:  By 

a  division  of  the  Mexican  Mis- 
sion, which  heretofore  has  in- 
cluded the  Republic  of  Mexico, 
the  Northern  Mexican  Mission 
was  created  Sunday,  June  10 — 
the  45th  mission  in  the  Church. 

Elders  Harold  B.  Lee  and 
Spencer  W.  Kimball,  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  Twelve,  officially  made 
the  division  and  installed  the 
presidents  and  other  officers  at  a 
mission-wide  conference  held  at 
the  Ermita  Branch  Chapel, 
Mexico  City. 

The  two  missions  were  divided 
at  a  line  running  due  east  from  a 
point  north  of  Tepic  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  just  north  of  the  town  of 
Ozuluama,  about  50  miles  south 
of  Tampico. 

The  north  half  was  named  the 
Northern  Mexican  Mission  which 
has  3,009  members  of  the  Church 
presently  organized  into  five  dis- 
tricts and  30  branches.  The  south 
portion  was  officially  designated 
the  Mexican  Mission,  retaining 
the  old  name.  It  now  has  a 
Church  membership  of  6.202  per- 
sons labouring  in  five  districts 
and  43  branches. 
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A  Memorable  Experience 


1  am  sure  we  have  all  had  experiences  that 
brought  us  joy.  Those  experiences  we  re- 
member most.  Isn't  memory  a  remarkable 
thing?  We  can  re-live  again  and  again  those 
times  when  things  have  happened  that  made  us 
happy.  I  had  one  experience  just  recently  .that 
I  would  like  to  re-live  now  and  I  invite  you 
to  come  along  with  me. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  June  21st,  Sister 
Duncan,  the  family,  and  1  left  Cape  Town  and 
were  soon  pleasantly  travelling  over  the  wide 
expanses  of  the  Karroo,  our  destination  — 
Bloemfontein.  This  was  my  first  experience 
travelling  across  this  broad  650  miles  in  the 
day  time.  1  had  been  told  of  the  barren  wastes 
and  tiresome  journey,  but  I  found  the  trip 
pleasant  and  found  the  various  peculiarly 
shaped  mountains,  which  seem  to  spring  up 
here  and  there  from  the  plain  for  no  good 
reason,  somewhat  fascinating.  We  had  a 
perfect  day  for  travelling  and  arrived  in 
Bloemfontein  just  12  hours  after  our  departure. 
This  seemed  incredible  to  me,  particularly  in 
light  of  the  fact  that  at  home  it  is  impossible 
to  travel  such  a  distance  in  that  short  space 
of  time.  We  secured  our  reservations  at  the 
hotel  and  after  an  enjoyable  dinner  and  a  short 
visit  with  the  two  missionaries  labouring  in 
that  city,  we  retired. 

The  next  morning  we  again  resumed  our 
journey,  this  time  our  course  was  set  in  the 
general  direction  of  Durban.  Once  again  we 
had  beautiful  weather  and  the  ride  was  plea- 
sant. Both  the  road  and  the  scenery  were 
now  quite  different,  especially  as  we  drove 
turther  into  Natal.  I  believe  1  started  getting 
a  little  excited  the  last  100  miles.  Going  back 
to  Durban  seemed  just  about  like  going  home 
to  me  and  as  a  result  it  seemed  to  me  the  road 
would  never  end.  In  the  early  evening  how- 
ever, we  arrived  safely  at  the  hotel,  where  we 
were  met  by  President  Duncan.  President  had 
gone  to  Durban  by  plane  earlier,  having  visited 
in  Port  Elizabeth  and  East  London  on  the  way. 

One  of  the  first  items  of  business  was  of 
course  to  see  the  New  Chapel.  As  we 
approached  the  sight  I  could  scarcely  believe 
my  eyes;  needless  to  say  the  corner  where 
the  Chapel  now  stands  has  taken  on  a  much 
different  aspect  than  it  had  on  my  last  visit 
there,  before  leaving  Durban  last  August.  The 
building  is  beautiful  and  gives  one  the  feeling. 


by    ELDER   ERNEST   DEE   HUBBARD 

as  they  approach,  that  the  invitation  is  there 
for  all  Saints  to  "come  inside  and  worship." 

As  I  entered  the  building  for  the  first  time, 
I  was  somewhat  overwhelmed  and  became 
more  so  as  1  went  from  room  to  room  and  the 
full  effect  sank  in.  I  was  impressed  as  I  am 
sure  others  were.  It  seemed  like  a  dream  but 
it  was  real — here  at  last  in  Durban  a  Chapel 
of  our  very  own!  I  will  not  make  any  attempt 
to  describe  the  building  but  might  add  one 
comment  in  passing.  The  effect  of  the  struc- 
ture, inside  and  out,  left  me  feeling  that  these 
members,  who  will  make  this  edifice  a  place 
of  prayer  and  worship,  felt  that  THE  BEST 
WAS  NONE  TOO  GOOD  FOR  THE 
HOUSE  OF  THE  LORD. 

Of  course  1  have  said  nothing  yet  about  the 
members  we  found  there  working.  Some  were 
sweeping,  some  scrubbing,  some  polishing  and 
others  dusting,  all  working  to  put  the  place  in 
order  for  the  opening  day.  It  was  a  wonder- 
ful thing' for  me  to  see  those  saints  again.  Have 
you  ever  been  away  from  home  for  some 
time?  Do  you  remember  how  you  felt  when 
you  returned  and  saw  those  of  whom  you  are 
fond?  Well,  that  is  in  a  measure  the 
way  I  felt  then,  for  me  it  was  just  like  going 
home  again! 

Sunday,  the  24th  6f  June,  rolled  round  at 
last.  It  was  a  beautiful,  sunny  day.  What 
more  could  you  ask  for  on  the  opening  day  <  f 
the  New  Chapel?  We  went  up  early,  about  9. 
at  least  we  thought  it  would  be  early,  but  to 
our  surprise  we  found  crowds  were  there 
before  us.  All  were  glowing  with  pride — and 
justly  so!  One  of  the  missionaries  remarked 
that  it  was  almost  like  crowds  gathering  for 
General  Conference,  and  so  it  was,  but  perhaps 
only  those  who  have  had  the  privilege  of 
attending  a  conference  could  appreciate  the 
similarity. 

As  1  mingled  with  the  crowd  before  the 
beginning  session,  I  met  many  people  I  had 
not  met  before.  Many  of  them  introduced 
themselves  as  Brother  or  Sister  so  and  so.  This 
impressed  me  once  again  that  the  Church  has 
certainly  grown  in  Durban.  As  I  looked 
around  and  pondered  momentarily  I  recalled 
the  words  of  the  Saviour  when  he  said :  "A 
City  that  is  Set  Upon  a  Hill  Can  not  be  Hid."' 

(Continued  on  page  118) 
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EDITOR'S  NOTE:  One  of  the  interesting 
features  of  the  M.I. A.  programme  is  working 
for  "Awards"  which  are  given  to  those 
who  have  faithfully  earned  them  over  years 
of  service.  The  "Golden  Gleaner  Award"  is 
one  of  these  coveted  "Awards."     One  of  the 


requirements  for  gaining  this  award  is  to  write 
an  article,  story,  poem,  etc.  that  can  be  pub- 
lished, in  one  of  the  Church  publications.  This 
article  was  written  by  Sister  Diana  Hodges  of 
the  Mowbray  Branch  who  is  working  for  her 
"Golden   Gleaner  Award." 


AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  PARENTS 


In  a  world  that  is  trembling  on  the  brink  of 
another  war,  a  world  that  is  being  torn  apart 
by  the  conflict  of  nation  against  nation,  come 
forth  YOUTH  who  are  standing  on  the  thres- 
hold of  life.  What  type  of  men  and  women 
these  young  people  will  be  depends  on  the 
example  set  before  them  by  their  parents  and 
their  fellowmen. 

The  M.I. A.  was  organized  to  help  your 
children  realize  their  responsibilities  as  future 
leaders  in  their  homes,  communities,  and 
nations;  to  help  strengthen  their  testimonies 
that  Jesus  is  the  Christ  and  that  Joseph  Smith 
was  a  Prophet  of  God;  to  help  them  put  into 
practice  the  teachings  of  the  Saviour;  and  to 
help  them  work  harmoniously  with  other 
people. 

The  colours  of  the  M.I. A.,  Gold  and  Green, 
denote  the  youth,  growth,  power,  and  the 
glorious  heights  that  its  members  can  attain. 
The  M.I. A.  motto  "The  Glory  of  God  is 
Intelligence"  (Doc.  &  Cov.  93 :  36)  signifies  the 
appreciation  of  good  books,  the  necessity  of 
study  and  the  desire  to  retain  the  knowledge 
acquired. 

The  lessons  that  are  taught  in  the  various 
M.I.A.  classes  have  been  drawn  up  by  the 
General  M.I.A.  Board,  who  come  under  the 
direction  of  the  First  Presidency.  The  courses 
of  study  have  been  specially  selected  for  the 
various  groups,  and  the  M.I.A.  officers  and 
teachers  in  the  wards  and  branches  do  their 
best  to  see  that  the  lessons  are  presented  in 
the  proper  manner. 

The  Special  Interest  Group,  which  is  for  you 
older  members  and  parents,  has  as  its  course 
of  study  the  'Standard  Works  of  the  Church," 
'Gospel  Ideals,'  and  the  'Family  Life.'  The 
M-Men-Gleaner  class  has  as  its  study  course 
'Youth  and  the  Church'  which1  deals  with  the 
problems  facing  the  youth  of  today,  especially 
those  of  our  brethren  who  have  and  will  be 
called  to  serve  in  the  armed  forces.  The 
achievements  of  the  Church  are  being  studied 


DIANA  HODGES 

by  the  Jr.  M-Men  and  Jr.  Gleaners,  and  this 
class  teaches  your  children  how  to  live  their 
religion.  The  lessons  in  the  junior  classes  lay 
the  foundation  for  your  child's  character  and 
cultivate  their  ability  to  appreciate  the  doc- 
trines and  teachings  of  the  Saviour. 

It  is  desirous  that  the  members  of  the 
Church  seek  activity  within  the  Church  and 
not  without,  therefore,  the  M.I.A.  plans  activi- 
ties that  provide  for  your  social  as  well  as  your 
spiritual  development. 

And  last,  but  not  least,  there  is  a  full  pro- 
gramme for  your  continual  development  and 
progression  in  the  nature  of  working  for 
awards.  There  is  great  joy  in  gaining  these 
awards  if  we  remember  that  it  is  to  the  glory 
of  God,  for  we  must  never  forget  ,that,  "What- 
soever principle  of  intelligence  we  attain  unto 
in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us  in  the  resurrec- 
tion." (Doc.  &  Cov.  130:18.) 

It  has  been  said  many  times  from  the  pulpits 
of  our  chapels,  "Parents  don't  send  your  chil- 
dren to  Sunday  School  —  bring  them  —  for 
children  learn  by  example."  So  I  say,  to  you 
parents,  don't  send  your  children  to  M.I.A:— 
bring  them! 
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(Continued    from   page    114) 

There  is  need  of  that  type  of  charity  which 
refuses  to  find  satisfaction  either  in  hearing  or 
in  repeating  or  broadcasting  the  reports  of 
misfortunes  that  befall  others,  unless  in  so 
doing  the  unfortunate  one  may  be  benefited. 

Horace  Mann  once  said:  "To  pity  distress 
is  but  human;  to  relieve  it  is  Godlike." 

There  is  need  for  the  kind  of  charity  that 
causes  one  to  refuse  to  be  a  talebearer  among 
the  people,  for,  as  the  Apostle  James  taught, 
"If  any  man  among  you  seem  to  be  religious, 
and  bridelth  not  his  tongue,  but  deceiveth  his 
own  heart,  this  man's  religion  is  vain."  (James 
1:26.) 

"Never,  in  my  opinion,  has  there  been 
recorded  a  more  eloquent  and  appealing  dis- 
course or  communication  on  the  subject  of 
charity  than  that  found  in  the  first  epistle  of 
Paul  to  the  Corinthian  Saints,  with  which  you 
are  all  well  acquainted,  but  which  I  hope  you 
will  permit  me  to  bring  to  you  again : 

Though  I  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and 
of  angels,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  become 
as  sounding  brass,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal. 

And  though  I  have  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
and  understand  all  mysteries,  and  knowledge; 
and  though  I  have  all  faith,  so  that  I  could 
remove  mountains,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am 
nothing. 

And  though  I  bestow  all  my  goods  to  feed 
the  poor,  and  though  I  give  my  body  to  be 
burned,  and  have  not  charity,  it  profiteth  me 
nothing. 

Charity  suffereth  long,  and  is  kind;  charity 
envieth  not;  charity  vaunteth  not  itself,  is  not 
puffed  up, 

Doth  not  behave  itself  unseemly,  seeketh 
not  her  own,  is  not  easily  provoked,  thinketh 
no  evil; 

Rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but  rejoiceth  in 
the  truth; 

Beareth  all  things,  believeth  all  things, 
hopeth  all  things,  endureth  all  things. 

Charity  never  faileth :    .  .  . 

And  now  abideth  faith,  hope,  charity,  these 
three;  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  charity." 
(1  Cor.  13:1-8,  13.) 

At  the  conclusion  of  one  of  the  last  sessions 
of  a  general  conference,  back  in  1902,  I  believe 
it  was,  President  Joseph  F.  Smith  appealed  to 
the  members  of  the  Church  in  these  words : 

"We  hope  and  pray  that  you  will  go  from 
this  conference  to  your  homes  feeling  in  your 
hearts  and  from  the  depths  of  your  souls  to 
forgive  one  another  and  never  from  this  time 
forth  bear  malice  toward  another  fellow  crea- 
ture! I  do  not  care  whether  he  is  a  member  of 


the  (  hurch  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
or  not,  whether  he  is  a  friend  or  foe,  whether  he 
is  good  or  bad.  It  is  extremely  hurtful  for 
any  man  holding  the  Priesthood,  enjoying  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  harbour  the  spirit 
of  envy  or  malice,  or  retaliation,  or  intolerance 
toward  or  against  his  fellow  man.  We  ought 
to  say  in  our  hearts :  'Let  God  be  judge 
between  me  and  three,  but  as  for  me,  I  will 
forgive!"  I  will  say  unto  you,  that  Latter-day 
Saints  who  harbour  feelings  of  unforgiveness 
in  their  souls  are  more  censorable  than  the 
one  who  has  sinned  against  them.  Go  home 
and  dismiss  envy  and  hatred  from  your 
hearts;  dismiss  the  feeling  of  unforgiveness; 
and  cultivate  in  your  souls  the  spirit  of  Christ 
which  crieth  out  on  the  cross:  'Father,  forgive 
them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do." "' 

".  .  .  Except  ye  have  charity,"  Moroni  said 
in  his  farewell  message  to  the  Lamanites,  "ye 
can  in  no  way  be  saved  in  the  kingdom  of 
God;  neither  can  ye  be  saved  in  the  kingdom 
of  God  if  ye  have  not  faith;  neither  can  ye 
if  ye  have  no  hope."     (Moroni  10:21.) 

His  father,  Mormon,  spoke  of  charity  in 
these  words:  "But  charity  is  the  pure  love 
of  Christ  and  it  endureth  forever;  and  who- 
soever is  found  possessed  of  it  at  the  last  day. 
it  shall  be  well  with  him. 

"Wherefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  pray  unto 
the  Father  with  all  the  energy  of  heart,  that 
ye  may  be  filled  with  this  love,  which  he  hath 
bestowed  upon  all  who  are  true  followers  of 
his  Son  Jesus  Christ;  that  ye  may  become  the 
sons  of  God;  that  when  he  shall  appear  we 
shall  be  like  him,  for  we  shall  see  him  as  he 
is;  .  .  ."  (Moroni  7:47-48.) 

And  in  the  words  of  Mormon,  I  pray,  as 
he  prayed,  "that  we  may  have  this  hope;  that 
we  may  be  purified  even  as  he  is  pure,"  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Lord.     Amen. 


(Continued  from  page  116) 
Yes  the  Gospel  has  been  brought  here  and 
many  people  have  had  a  chance  to  hear  and 
see,  and  many  people  have  tried  it.  From  the 
looks  on  their  faces  and  the  Testimony  of  their 
convictions  expressed  from  their  hearts,  you 
know  that  they  have  found  it  good! 

As  the  strains  of  the  opening  song,  "Oh  How 
Lovely  Was  The  Morning,**  broke  the  Sabbath 
air.  I  knew,  as  I  looked  down  over  the  audience 
and  noted  the  smiles  and  tears,  that  at  that 
time  and  henceforth  that  song  would  have 
new  meaning.  For  all  those  assembled  there 
that  day  it  would  be  a  day  long  to  be  remem- 
bered. 

(Continued  on   page   120) 
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THE  FUTURE  LOOKS  BRIGHTER 


1  was  born  at  Nigel  in  the  Transvaal  almost 
thirty-six  years  ago,  and  grew  up  among  the 
communities  living  at  the  mines. 

My  parents  were  not  ardent  church  goers 
and  did  not  live  religious  lives.  We  children, 
however,  did  attend  Sunday  School  classes 
until  we  were  about  twelve  years  of  age. 

When  I  was  sixteen,  I  was  sent  to  Saint 
Andrew's  College,  an  established  private 
school,  owned  by  one  of  the  Protestant 
Churches.  During  the  three  years  spent  there, 
I  attended  morning  service  daily  and  morning 
and  evening  service  on  Sundays.  But  I  must 
admit  that  all.  the  sermons  given  and  all  the 
doctrinal  lessons  taught,  each  day  in  class, 
were  but  mysterious  babblings  of  the  so-called 
"learned."  This  was  due  to  the  complicated 
and  conflicting  way  the  messages  were  given. 
Thus  my  knowledge  of  God  and  His  works 
was  a  completely  misty,  insecure,  and  easily 
swayed  belief.  I  only  knew  that  God  was 
present  everywhere,  had  no  body  or  passions, 
but  was  watching  me  constantly.  This  mis- 
guided and  obscure  knowledge  was  my  reli- 
gous  background.  So,  when  I  left  school,  not 
to  confuse  my  mind  further,  I  attended  church 
services  only  when  it  was  completely  neces- 
sary. 

During  week-ends  my  interest  was  turned  to 
sport.  I  looked  forward  to  the  week-ends 
when  I  could  play  tennis  throughout  the  day 
and  was  disappointed  and  completely  restless 
when  rain  or  any  other  influence  prevented  my 
playing.  This  was  later  changed  to  cricket 
which  1  played  Saturday  afternoons  and  all 
day  Sundays.  Consequently,  I  fell  to  the  ways 
of  the  world;  smoking,  swearing,  and  to  a 
lesser  degree,  drinking. 

When  I  married,  my  wife  and  I  did  not 
give  religion  much  consideration.  We  were 
always  wishing  for  things  that  were  not  good 
for  us  and  gradually  we  were  swallowed  up 
in  many  difficulties.  We  were  living  under 
these  difficulties  when  1  accepted  a  temporary 
transfer  to  Welkom,  for  a  period  of  three 
months,  commencing  on  the  first  of  June  1954. 

While  in  Welkom  we  met  the  Mormon 
Missionaries.  They  called  on  my  wife  and 
left  a  message,  and  made  an  appointment  to 
meet  me.  When  the  missionaries  explained 
the  Godhead  to  us  it  was  brought  forcibly  to  my 
mind  that  their  message  was  very  simple  and 
full   of  meaning,   no  longer   mysteroius,  con- 


B 

y 

G 
O 
R 
D 

O 

N 

D 
E 
L 
L 


fusing,  and  beyond  the  grasp  of  my  mind.  Th* 
missionaries  called  again  and  again.  The 
weekly  cottage  meetings  paved  the  way  to  a 
better  understanding  of  the  Bible  and  gave  me 
a  clearer  understanding  of  life.  Having  been 
taught  that  revelation  was  dead  and  no  longer 
necessary  in  these  days,  a  doctrine  that  I  was 
in  total  variance  with,  I  accepted  the  story  of 
Joseph  Smith  and  the  coming  forth  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  I  felt  in  my  heart  that  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints 
was  true. 

1  think  one  of  the  greatest  thrills  that  was 
my  pleasure  to  enjoy  was  when  the  Elders, 
on  departing  from  our  home  one  evening,  said, 
that,  one  of  the  things  the  Church  did  not  like 
was  smoking.  I  had  not  heard  the  Word  of 
Wisdom  lesson  yet,  but  decided  then  and  there 
to  give  up  smoking.  The  expression  of  amaze- 
ment and  joy  that  spread  over  the  faces  of 
the  Elders,  at  the  following  meeting,  when 
they  learnt  that  I  had  given  up  smoking  for 
one  week  will  be  cherished  by  my  wife  and 
me  for  all  time. 

When  we  returned  to  Johannesburg  we  met 
with  the  missionaries  at  Ramah  and  attended 
Sunday  services.  My  wife  and  I  finally  entered 
the  waters  of  baptism  and  were  confirmed  as 
members  of  the  Church  on  the  23rd  January 
1955.    Our  son  was  blessed  later. 

We  have  only  one  regret — that  the  Mormon 
missionaries  did  not  contact  us  sooner.  Yet 
our  testimonies  are  growing  daily  and  the 
future  looks  much  brighter.  We  are  con- 
vinced that  we  took  the  right  step. 


120 


(JUMORAHS   SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 


August,    1956. 


THE  MOIIMOX   1'IOXEKIIS 


by  President  Leroy  H.  Duneun 


On  July  24,  1847,  one  hundred  and  nine 
years  ago  the  first  company  of  Mormon 
Pioneers,  comprising  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  men,  three  women,  and  two  children, 
entered  the  baren  Salt  Lake  Valley. 

To  the  members  of  this  small  company  and 
to  the  thousands  who  would  follow  in  the 
succeeding  years,  this  was  a  place  for  them  to 
colonize.  Here  they  would  make  the  desert 
wilderness  become  fruitful  and  "blossom  as 
the  rose." 

The  Pioneers  came  to  their  new  home  to 
find  peace  and  to  worship  God  as  they  pleased. 
The  cities  which  rose  are  a  monument  to  the 
valiant  Pioneers  and  their  inspired  leaders. 
Many  hardships  were  experienced  in  establish- 
ing their  home  in  the  mountains.  The  stories 
of  their  trials,  faith  and  devotion,  are  always 
inspiring  and  gives  us  the  assurance  that  the 
Lord    guided    and    protected    these    Pioneers 


during  their  trek  across  the  plains  and  in 
colonizing  the  desert  regions  of  Western 
America. 

In  reading  or  hearing  the  faith  promoting 
stories  of  their  hardships  during  their  exodus 
from  Nauvoo  to  their  entrance  into  the  Salt 
Lake  Valley,  and  the  experiences  which 
followed  in  building  the  western  empire,  one 
cannot  but  have  admiration  and  sincere  appre- 
ciation for  their  unwavering  faith  and  un- 
equalled couraged 

Eliza  R  Snow,  a  gifted  writer  and  one  of 
these  early  pioneers  wrote  the  following  about 
some  of  the  hardships  suffered  shortly  after 
their  departure  from  Nauvoo.  when  the  Saints 
were  camped  at  Sugar  Creek,  Iowa,  prior  to 
the  beginning  of  their  long  trying  journey 
westward. 

"We  had  been  preceded  (from  Nauvoo)  by 
thousands,   and    I    was   informed   that    on    the 


(Continued  from  page  118.) 
It  seems  a  missionary  spends  about  half  his 
time  saying  goodbye  and  1  seem  to  be  no 
exception  to  that  rule.  After  having  said  good- 
bye to  Durban  once  more,  although  for  me 
it  was  harder  than  before,  we  set  our  course 
up  the  North  Coast  of  Natal,  our  eventual 
destination  being — Johannesburg. 

As  one  sees  the  sugar  cane  in  the  fields  along 
the  road,  waving  in  the  breeze  with  their  per- 
petual green,  it  becomes  hard  to  realize  that 
this  is  supposed  to  be  winter.  Then  as  one 
nears  the  Transvaal  the  scenery  changes  once 
again. 


A  person  should  never  tire  of  travelling  in 
this  country.  As  you  go  from  one  Province  to 
another  it  is  like  going  from  one  country  t") 
another.  You  find  new  scenery  and  a  change 
in  the  momento  of  life.  This  keeps  you  always 
interested  and  ever  anticipating  as  to  what  will 
come  next. 

At  length  we  entered  Johannesburg,  having 
passed  through  Springs  and  Benoni  where  you 
have  your  first  look  at  the  mine  dumps  along 
the  reef.  Yes.  here  we  were  in  Johannesburg, 
one  of  the  largest  cities  in  the  Southern  Hemis- 
phere. I  couldn't  help  feeling  a  little  taken  up 
(Continued  on  following  page) 
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first  night  of  the  encampment,  nine  children 
were  born  into  the  world,  and  from  that  time, 
as  we  journeyed  onward,  mothers  gave  birth 
to  offspring  under  almost  every  variety  of 
circumstances  imaginable,  except  those  to 
which  they  had  been  accustomed;  seme  in 
tents,  ethers  in  wagons — in  rainstorms  and  in 
snowstorms.  1  heard  of  one  birth  which 
occurred  under  the  rude  shelter  of  a  hut,  the 
sides  of  which  were  formed  of  blankets 
fastened  to  poles  stuck  in  the  ground,  with  a 
bark  roof  through  which  the  rain  was  dripping. 
Kind  sisters  stood  holding  dishes  to  catch  the 
water  as  it  fell,  thus  protecting  the  newcomer 
and  its  mother  from  a  shower  bath  as  the 
little  innocent  first  entered  on  the  stage  of 
human  life;  and  through  faith  in  the  Great 
Ruler  of  events,  no  harm  resulted  to  either. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  mothers  of 
these  wilderness-born  babies  were  not  savages, 
accustomed  to  roam  the  forest  and  brave  the 
storm  and  tempest  —  those  who  had  never 
known  the  comforts  and  delicacies  of  civiliza- 
tion and  refinement.  They  were  not  those 
who,  in  the  wilds  of  nature,  nursed  their  off- 
spring amid  reeds  and  rushes,  or  in  the  recesses 
of  rocky  caverns;  most  of  them  were  born 
and  educated  in  the  Eastern  States— they  had 
embraced  the  Gospel  as  taught  by  Jesus  and 
His  Apostles,  and,  for  the  sake  of  their  religion, 
had  gathered  with  the  Saints,  and  under  trying 
circumstances  had  assisted,  by  their  faith, 
patience  and  energies,  in  making  Nauvoo  what 
its  name  indicates,  "the  Beautiful."  There  they 
had  lovely  homes,  decorated  with  flowers  and 
enriched  with  choice  fruit  trees,  just  beginning 
to  yield  plentifully. 


To  these  homes,  without  lease  or  sale,  they 
had  just  bade  a  final  adieu,  and  with  what 
little  cf  their  substance  could  be  packed  into 
one,  two,  and  in  some  instances,  three  wagons, 
had  started  cut,  desertward,  for— where?  To 
this  question  the  only  response  at  that  time  was 
God  knows." 

The  above  experience  is  typical  of  hundreds 
endured  by  these  Mormon  Pioneers.  In  re- 
flecting upen  the  experiences  of  these  brave 
and  noble  men,  women,  and  children  who 
trekked  across  the  plains  and  of  the  hundreds 
who  died  along  the  way  we  should  be  forever 
grateful  for  their  unparrelled  example  of 
faith,  industry  and  willingness  to  keep  the 
commandments  of  the  Lord.  We  can  best 
honour  these  pionees  by  cultivating  the  virtues 
which  characterized  their  lives. 


"This  is  the  place,"  their  leader  said, 

and  they   with   him   (Prophetic  Head) 

Gazed  down  where  the  desolate   valley  lay 

Beneath  them — on  that  summer  day. 

"This  is  the  place" — the   faint  hearts   quailed, 

"Their  travels  o'er — but   had  they  failed'? 

Was  this  indeed  their  promised  land — 

This  barren   waste — this  desert  sandl 

"This  is  the  place" — led  here  by  God, 

O   work  the  land — turn  o'er  the  sod. 

His  blessings  rich  shall  on  thee  pour. 

Why  must  thou  murmur  evermore"? 

"This  is  the  place," — O  vision  bright  I 

It  is  the  promised  land  in  sight. 

Through  toil  shall  joy  replace  thy   woes 

And  desert  blossom  as  the  rose. 

"This  is  the  place." — Behold   it  stand. 

Great  Zion  of  the   Western  Land\ 

To  whom  the  Saints  are  drawn  still 

To  worship  on   the  holy   hill. 

Sister   Beatrice  Smith 
Cape  Town,  South  Africa. 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
into   the   air   of   excitement   and   the   constant 
hustle  that  always  seems  to  prevail  in  a  "Big 
City." 

We  arrived  in  time  to  join  with  the 
missionaries  in  Testimony  meeting.  It  was 
wonderful  meeting  those  I  hadn't  met  before, 
and  renewing  the  acquaintance  of  those  1  had. 
We  had  an  inspiring  meeting  that  evening  of 
the  30th  of  June! 

On  Sunday,  July  1st,  President  and  Sister 
Duncan,  the  family  and  1  attended  Sunday 
School  and  Fast  Meeting  in  Krugersdorp.  In 
the   afternoon   we   had  meetings  with    District 


and  Branch  Presidencies.  Finally  the  evening 
service  at  "Raman,"  where  we  heard  the  in- 
spirational counsel  of  President  and  Sister 
Duncan,  provided  a  fitting  climax  for  a 
Sabbath   Day   I  would  call  complete. 

On  Saturday,  the  7th,  all  the  missionaries 
of  the  three  Transvaal  Districts  met  together 
to  hold  a  business  meeting.  It  had 
been  a  very  long  time  since  I  had  been  in  a 
meeting  with  such  a  large  group  of  missiona- 
ries. The  occasion  made  me  reminisce  a 
little  and  recall  the  remarkable  convention  we 
held  just  as  I  entered  the  Mission  field.  I  am 
(Continued  on  page  124) 
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EDITOR'S    NOIL.      Beginning    with    the 

August  issue  of  the  C.S.M.  an  article  featuring 
a  Branch  within  the  South  African  Mission  will 
appear      We  begin  by  featuring   the 
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MOWBRAY    CHAPEL 


We  ot"  the  Mowbray  Branch  rejoice  in  the 
growth  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  in  this  land  of  South  Africa. 
In  recent  years  this  growth  has  been  more 
rapid  than  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  Mission. 
During  the  current  year  we  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  witnessing  the  erection  of  three 
new  chapels  throughout  the  Mission.  We  also 
rejoice  in  the  fact  that  there  has  been  a  record 
number  of  converts  who  have  joined  the 
Church. 

This  growth  seems  overwhelming  when  we 
think  back  a  few  years  to  consider  the  humble 
conditions  under  which  we  met.  At  one  time 
meetings  were  held  in  a  small  room  adjoining 
a  bakery  in  Main  Road,  Woodstock,  which  is 
now  being  used  for  a  storeroom. 

In  1919,  we  moved  to  Mowbray,  and  met  in 
a  lovely  home,  now  called  "Cumorah/'  We 
met  in  the  home  until  a  small  chapel  was  built 
adjoining  the  home.  This  small  chapel  was 
built  by  the  missionaries  and  the  members 
during  the  time  of  the  late  President  Nicholas 
G.  Smith,  who  was  serving  as  Mission  Presi- 
dent. 

Not  many  years  later,  it  was  proved  that  the 
chapel   was   too   small   to   accommodate    the 


growth  of  the  branch  and  it  was  decided  that 
a  larger  chapel  and  recreation  hall  be  built  on 
the  adjoining  plot,  forming  the  grounds  of  the 
residence,  which  was  occupied  by  a  tennis 
court.  This  larger  chapel,  which  is  a  great 
asset  and  blessing  to  the  members  in  the 
Mowbray  Branch,  was  dedicated  to  the  Lord 
on  the  26  December  1937.  The  branch  has 
been  steadily  growing  since  that  date  and  we 
now  have  a  membership  of  312. 

The  area  of  the  branch  extends  from 
Kommetjie  to  Camps  Bay  and  includes  the 
Cape  Flats  and  part  of  the  Northern  Suburbs. 

The  outstanding  event  that  has  taken  place 
in  the  history  of  the  branch  was  the  visit  of 
President  David  O.  McKay  in  January  1954. 
His  visit  undoubtedly  inspired  and  stimulated 
the  Saints  to  greater  participation  in  Church 
activities. 

One  of  the  outstanding  projects  in  the 
branch  was  the  building  of  class  rooms, 
offices,  and  a  Relief  Society  Kitchen  adjoining 
the  small  chapel.  The  bulk  of  the  work  was 
done  by  the  local  brethren  in  their  spare  time 
and  resulted  in  the  structure  being  built  at  a 
cost  less  than  50%  of  the  contract  price. 

A  feature  of  the  branch  is  the  activity  of 
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the  Priesthood  members  who  carry  out  their 
duties  such  as  Branch  Teaching  and  general 
participation  in  a  very  pleasing  and  gratifying 
manner.  We  were  pleased  to  receive  an  award 
from  the  Presiding  Bishopric  of  the  Church  for 
having  91%  of  our  enrolled  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood group  qualify  for  individual  awards. 

We  are  also  proud  of  the  achievements  of 
our  young  men  and  women  who  are  playing 
basketball  for  the  Church  in  the  local  leagues. 
Our  young  people  are  conducting  themselves 
in  a  manner  which  brings  credit  to  our  Church 
and  it  is  in  this  manner  that  favourable  com- 
ments have  been  made  from  those  who  are 
not  of  the  Church. 

All  of  our  Auxiliary  Organizations  are  well 
attended  which  speaks  well  for  the  love  and 
unity  that  exists  in  our  branch. 

One  of  the  stalwarts  of  our  branch,  Thomas 
Wilson,  passed  away  recently.  Brother  Wilson 
was  the  main  stay  of  the  branch  for  many 
years  and  his  loss  is  still  felt  by  all  of  us.  He 
was  indeed  a  shining  example  of  the  power  cf 
Mormonism.  None  of  us  will  ever  forget  the 
pleasing  and  forthright  way  in  which  he  bore 
his  testimony  in  the  Fast  and  Testimony  Meet- 
ings. Because  of  many  years  experience  in  the 
Church,  his  cousel  and  advice  was  always  wel- 
come. He  has  left  a  powerful  example  that 
we  as  Latter  Day  Saints  should  try  to  follow. 

We  are  thankful  for  the  support  the  mem- 
bers have  given  to  the  Branch  Budget  Fund. 
Since  its  inception  last  year  we  have  noticed 
that  the  budgeted  amount  has  always  been 
forthcoming. 


MOWBRAY   BRANCH    PRESIDENCY— 

Seated,    left    to    right:    Alwyn    Hubert,    Branch 
President;  Richard  Smith,  Branch  Clerk.    Stand- 
ing-,   from   left:    Andy   Fourie,    First   Counsellor. 
Alfred  Shelver,  Second  Counsellor. 

We  the  Branch  Presidency  are  grateful  for 
the  love  and  fellowship  that  exists  among  the 
members  here  in  the  Mowbray  Branch  and 
are  thankful  for  the  support  they  so  readily 
give  us. 

May  the  Lord  instill  within  our  hearts  the 
desire  to  be  constantly  engaged  in  His 
work  and  may  He  bless  us  in  our  endeavours 
to  learn  and  live  the  principles  of  the  Gospel 
every  day  of  our  lives. 


NEW  BRANCH  ORGANIZED 


The  Salisbury  District,  after  being  closed 
for  a  year,  was  re-opened  in  May  1955,  by 
Elders  L.  Piatt  and  R.  C.  Snow. 

After  the  task  of  looking  up  the  members 
and  old  investigators  was  completed,  a  small 
Sunday  School  was  started. 

Although  contacts  were  few  and  progress 
slow,  things  gradually  took  form  and  the  plan 
for  an  organization  of  a  branch  began  to 
develop. 

On  June  3,  1956,  just  a  little  over  a  year 
from  the  time  Salisbury  was  re-opened,  the 
dream  for  a  branch  was  realized.  In  the 
capacity  of  a  Fast  and  Testimony  meeting. 
Presiding  Elder  D.  C.  Wilcox  presented  the 
names  for  the  sustaining  vote  of  the  small 
congregation.     On  this   occasion  Elder  D,  C, 


Wilcox  was  sustained  as  Branch  President  with 
Elder  K.  H.  Salmon  as  counsellor  and  Brother 
Hugh  H.  Hodgkiss  as  Branch  Clerk.  The 
sustaining  of  Sunday  School  officers  followed 
with  Brother  H.  Alfred  Frost  as  Sunday  School 
Superintendent,  Brother  Hugh  H.  Hodgkiss 
Sunday  School  Secretary,  and  Sister  C.  J. 
Fouche  chorister.  Immediately  following  the 
meeting  these  officers  were  set  apart  thus 
attaining  a  goal  of  accomplishment  in  the 
Salisbury  District. 

The  members  wish  to  express  their  deep 
appreciation  to  the  missionaries  who  so  dili- 
gently worked  to  make  this  branch  possible 
and  raise  a  prayer  of  Thanksgiving  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  the  abundance  of  bless- 
ings that  are  ours  in  this  part  of  His  vineyard, 
by  Elder  K.  H.  Salmon, 
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sure  we  all  came  from  1  hat  business  meeting 
with  a  greater  determination  to  serve  the  Lord 
and  carry  the  message  of  the  Gospel  to  the 
people. 

We  were  at  "Ramah"  lor  Sunday  -School  on 
the  8th,  and  we  remained  there  for  the  very 
inspiring  Baptismal  service  held  in  the  after- 
noon. That  evening  President  and  Sister 
Duncan  were  in  Benoni  where  a  local  Branch 
Presidency  was  sustained.  I  spent  the  evening 
in  Springs  worshipping  with  the  Saints  there, 
and  receiving  the  counsel  of  two  young  mem- 
bers of  the  Branch  and  of  two  of  the  Lady 
Missionaries  who  were  "guest  speakers  on  their 
way  home." 

We  returned  to  Cape  Town  on  the  12th  of 
July  after  having  stopped  in  Welkom  and 
Bloemfontein  where  we  visited  briefly  with  the 
missionaries  and  members. 

My  heart  is  full  of  joy  all  over  again  as  I 
reflect  back  over  this  opportunity  I  have  been 
afforded.  It  was  singular  meeting  the 
missionaries  and  members  in  the  Branches  and 
Districts  we  visited  and  noting  the  growth  of 
the  Church  wherever  we  went.  It  was  remark- 
able meeting  many  persons  I  have  had  occa- 
sion to  correspond  with.  Through  letters  a 
person  can  only  try  to  piece  together  a 
character,  but  when  you  actually  meet  them 
their  personality  becomes  real. 

1  think  there  is  one  thing  that  impressed 
me  above  all  else — that  is  the  change  the 
Gospel  brings  into  the  lives  of  those  people 
who  will  let  it  change  them — those  who  make 
the  Gospel  their  life.  In  this  world,  where 
the  stress  is  so  much  on  the  material  things, 
many  members  of  the  Church  are  taken  up 
with  the  ways  of  the  world.  How  different, 
how  blessed,  how  happy  those  who  do  not 
let  this  happen  to  them  are. 

1  have  been  deeply  impressed  and  inspired 
by  the  faith  and  devotion  of  those  we  met. 
I  think,  as  I  see  the  fruits  of  the  Gospel  and 
feel  the  joy  of  working  here  in  this  land,  that 
I  can,  in  a  measure,  understand  the  answer 
the  Saviour  gave  to  his  Apostles  when  they 
returned  en  the  occasion  of  buying  food,  and 
as  they  offered  him  meat  there  at  the  well  in 
Samaria  he  said:  "1  have  meat  to  eat  ye 
know  not  of." 


1.S.M. 

Subscription   1  hurl 

Beginning  with  the  month  of  August 
we  o\'  the  "Cumorah  Southern 
Messenger"  are  rallying  an  extensive  cam- 
paign to  place  the  C.S.M.  in  the  homes 
of  all  the  members  of  the  Church 
throughout  the  South  African  Mission. 
The  chart  below  shows  each  branch  and 
the  per  cent  of  the  families  within  each 
branch  taking  the  C.S.M.  The  chart 
shows  that-  only  24%  of  the  families 
living  within  a  branch  are  taking  the 
C.S.M.  which  is  very  low.  Our  goal  is  to 
reach  100%  by  the  beginning  of  1957. 
It  is  up  to  each  and  everyone  of  us  to  see 
this  goal  accomplished. 


July  Average  for  the  Mission  ... 
August  Average  for  the  Mission 


24% 


Branch 

Per  Cent 

July 

WELKOM 

58% 

PIETERMARITZBURG 

58% 

BELLVILLE 

52% 

PORT  ELIZABETH 

35% 

BLOEMFONTEIN 

30% 

BULAWAYO 

27% 

SALISBURY 

25% 

EAST  LONDON 

25% 

BENONI 

24% 

MOWBRAY 

U% 

SPRINGS 

24% 

DURBAN 

21% 

RAMAH 

18'. 

PRETORIA 

17",, 

LUANSHYA 

15% 

KRUGERSDORP 

11% 

NORTHWESTERN 

8% 

DEPARTURES 

Sister  Phyllis  M.  Johnson  of  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  was  honourably  released  July  19,  1956.  She 
served  in  the  Mission  Office  as  the  Mission 
Auxiliary  Supervisor  and  tracted  in  nearby  areas. 

Sister  Annette  Paris  of  Austin,  Texas,  was 
honourably  released  July  19,  1956.  She  served 
in  the  Cape  and  Durban  Districts. 

Elder  Wallace  M.  Sating  of  Pleasant  Grove, 
Utah,  was  honourably  released  July  19,  1956.  He 
served  in  the  Bloemfontein,  West  and  East 
Rand  Districts. 

Elder  Bruce  G.  Erickson  of  Ogden,  Utah,  was 
honourably  released  July  19.  1956.  He  served  in 
the  Cape,  East  London,  East  Rand  and  in  the 
Durban  Districts. 

(Continued  on  following  page) 
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DEPARTURES 


SISTER    PHYLLIS    JOHNSON 


SISTER   ANNETTE    PARIS 


ELDER    WALLACE   SALING 


ELDER  BRUCE   ERICKSON 


ELDER     VERN     HALVERSON 


ELDER    GENE   WELLING 


ELDER    RONALD    DUNCAN 


Elder   Vern  L.   Halverson,  of   Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,   was  honourably   released  July    19,   1956. 
He    served    in    the    East     Rand,     Queenstown, 
Northern  Rhodesia  and  Cape  Town  Districts. 

Elder  Gene  B.  Welling  of  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  was  honourably  released  July  19,  1956. 
He  served  in  the  Cape,  West  Rand,  Northern 
Rhodesia  and  East  Rand  Districts. 

Elder  Ronald  P.  Duncan  of  Springs,  Trans- 
vaal, was  honourably  released  July  19,  1956.  He 
served  in  the  East  London,  Port  Elizabeth  and 
Cape  Districts. 

Elder  Rex  H.  Ockey  of  Rosemary,  Alberta, 
Canada,  was  honourably  released  July  23,  1956. 
He  entered  South  Africa  on  February  16,  1956, 
and  was  sent  to  Pretoria  to  labour.  Un- 
fortunately he  became  ill  and  was  placed  under 
doctor's  care.  It  was  advised  that  he  should 
return  to  Canada  soon.  On  July  23rd  he  was 
flown  home.  A  picture  was  unavailable 
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Name 

Elder  Dee  Wilcox 
Elder   Paul  Derrick 
Elder  Douglas  Hartley 
Elder   Larry   Dahl 
Elder   Derril    Butler 
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From 

Salisbury 
No.   Rhodesia 
West  Rand 
Port  Elizabeth 
Pretoria 


STATISTICS 

BAPTISMS   AND   CONFIRMATIONS 

OLIVER,  Cynthia  Leynette    (Ramah) — b.  Gary 
L.  Piatt  and  c.  Douglas  H.   Hartley,   June  3, 
1956. 
VAN        NIEKERK,        Catharina        Wilhelmina 
(Ramah) — b.  James  H.  Bean  and  c.  James  H. 
Bean,  July  8,  1956. 
BRUMMER,   Elizabeth  Maria    (Out  of  Branch) 
— b.  James  H.  Bean  and  c.  Norman  G.  Muir, 
July  8,  1956. 
BRUMMER,   Anna  Catherina  Margrietha    (Out 
of  Branch) — b.  James  H.  Bean  and  c.  Norman 
G.  Muir,  July  8,  1956. 
SCOTT,    Ellen   Catharine    (Springs-)— b.     F.     Z. 

Kump  and  c.  R.  R.  Olson,  July  8,  1956. 
SCOTT,   Moonyean   Ellen  Lily    (Springs)— b.  F. 

Z.  Kump  and  c.  R.  R.  Olson,  July8,   1956. 
SCOTT,   Arthur  Lewis  Robertson    (Springs)— b. 

R.  R.  Olson  and  c.  F.  Z.  Kump,  July  8,  1956. 
SCOTT,   Henry   Robertson    (Springs)— b.,    F.    Z. 

Kump  and  c.  R.  R.  Olson,  July  8,  1956. 
SCOTT,        Cameron        Frederick        Robertson 
(Springs) — b.  R.  R.  Olson  and  c.  F.  Z.  Kump, 
July  8,  1956. 
DEAN,    Anthony     Guy     (Springs)— b.    Noel    B. 

Futter  and  c.  William  M.  Gee,  July  8,  1956. 
CORRIGAN,    Ralph   Nixon    (East    London)— b. 
Elwin  D.  LeBaron  and  c.  B.  Kent  Taylor,  June 
17,  1956. 
JAKINS,  Mellem  Miliss   (Durban)— b.  R.  Brad- 
field  Jakins  and  c.  J.  Melverton  Jakins,  June 
24,  1956. 
VAN  COLLER,  Ivor  Rex    (Durban)— b.  Dan  L. 
Chipman  and  c.  J.  Melverton  Jakins,  June  24, 
1956. 
BILLETT,  Maureen  Joan  (Durban)— b.  Bernard 
V.  Milne  and  c.   Bernard  V.  Milne,   June  24, 
1956. 
BILLETT,  Dougles  Derek  (Durban)— b.  Bernard 
V.   Milne  and   c.  Bernard  V.  Milne,   June  24, 
1956. 
McARAVEY.    Pamela    Jean    (Durban)— b.    Dan. 
L.  Chipman  and  c.  Dan.  L.  Chipman,  June  24, 
1956. 
VAN  COLLER,  Patricia   Madelen    (Durban)—  b. 
Bernard  V.   Milne   and   c.   Bernard   V.   Milne. 
June  24,  1956. 

ORDINATIONS 

ADENDORFF,  Albert  Oliver   (Benoni)—  Teacher 

—by  Calvin  K.  Lybbert,  May  27,  1956. 
LUNN,    Arthur     Robert     (Benoni) — Deacon — by 

A.  Wallace  Hamilton,  May  27.  1956  . 
CHARLTON,   Thomas   George    (Benoni)— Priest 

—by  William  M.  Gee.  May  27,  1956. 
ADENDORFF,  John  Herbert   (Benoni)— Priest— 

by  Gene  B.  Welling,  May  27,  1956. 
PATERSON,    Daniel    (Krugersdorp)—  Elder— by 

Izak  C.  Louw,  April  15,  1956. 
MORRISSEY,    Ronald    Maynard    (Pietermaritz- 

burg) — Elder — by  Leroy  H.  Duncan.  June  17. 

1956. 


To 

Cape  Town 
East  Rand 
Natal 

Mission  Office 
East  Rand 


Date 

July  1,  1956. 
July  1,  1956. 
July  18,  1956. 
July  30,  1956. 
July  29,   1956. 


HUMAN,   Clement   Gerald    (Pietermaritzburg)  — 

^ider— by  Eimer  E.  Wilford,  June  17,  1956. 
MITCHELL.,     Herbert     Anthony     (Pietermaritz- 
burg)— Eider — by    Franklin    A.    Badger,    June 
17,  1956. 
NAUDE,    Andries   Jan     Gysbert     (Pietermaritz- 
burg)—Teacher — by  Leroy    H.    Duncan,    June 
17,   1956. 
KOn.,     Robert      Jacobus      (Pietermaritzburg)  — 
Teacher — by    Franklin    A.    Badger,    June    10, 
1956. 
BELDON,     William     Charles     Belt     (Bloemfon- 
tein)— Priest — by   Sydney   J.    Spear,   April  29, 
1956. 
LOUW,  Andries  Godlieb   (Ramah) — Deacon — by 

Wilfred   Sinclair  Wrench,  May   27,   1956. 
HARRIS,    John    Henry    (Springs) — Deacon — by 

Henri  De  Coligne  Hugo,  July  8,  1956. 
JUtiBER,  Johannes  Nicholas  Philipus  (Springs) 

— Elder — by  Leroy  H.  Duncan,  July  8,  1956. 
BALMER,     William      (Springs)  —  Teacher  —  by 

Farrell  Z.  Kump,  July  8,  1956. 
MARTELL,  Harold  Edmund  (Springs)— Teacher 

—by  John  C.  Troskie,  July  8,  1956. 
MARRIOTT,   Theodore  Hutchinson    (East  Lon- 
don)— Teacher — by  B.  Kent  Taylor,  June  20, 
1956. 
OWEN,     Thomas     (Durban) —Deacon —  by     J. 

Melverton  Jakins,  June  17,  1956. 
McLELLAN,  Hiram  Hector  (Durban) — Eider — by 

Leroy  H.  Duncan,  June  24,  1956. 
BAYLEY,   Raymond   Dennis    (Durban) — Deacon 

— by  Louis  Duncan,  June  17,  1956. 
PARKIN,  Herbert  Daniel  (Welkom)— Teacher— 

by  Harold  D.  Boucher,  July  16,  1956. 
ROBINSON,     Andrew     Woodside     (Welkom)— 
Teacher— by  Harold  D  Boucher,  July  16,  1956. 

BLESSINGS 
DE     KLERK,     Peter     (Durban)— Lewis     Fred 

Stokes,  May  6,  1956. 
WILKENS,       Joseph       Hendrik       (Pinetown)— 

Charles  T.  Asplund,  May  6,  1956. 
RHYNES,     Paul    Anthony     (out    of    Branch)— 

Leroy  H.  Duncan,  June  24,  1956. 
DEGENAAR,     Johan     Martin     (Krugersdorp)  — 

Leroy  H.  Duncan,  July  1,  1956. 
YOUNG,    Lesley    Elizabeth     Anne     (Durban)— 

J.  Melverton  Jakins,  June  24,   1956  . 
AUGUST,   Alice   Margaret    (Durban)— Leroy   H. 

Duncan,  June  24,  1956. 
McARAVEY,     Petronella     Ann     (Durban)— Don 

W.  Merrill,  May  20,  1956. 
McARAVEY.  Patrick  Harvey  (Durban)— Dan  L. 

Chipman,  June  24,  1956. 
McLELLAN,     Gary     Hiram      (Durban)— Hiram 

Hector  McLellan.  June  24,  1956. 
BOTHA,   Anna   Cathrina     (Out     of    Branch)— 

Izak  Charl  Louw.  July  13,  1956. 

BIRTHS 
GANTER,    Margaret    Ann    (Krugersdorp) — born 

May  7.  1956. 
VICE,    Desiree     (Krugersdorp) — born    June    25, 

1956. 
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SPRINGS   BRANCH 

Branch   President:    H.   de   C.    Hugo, 

151    Athlone    Avenue,    Strubenvale,   Springs, 

Transvaal. 

Branch  Reporter.   Brother   N.  C.   van  Niekerk 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  to  our  branch 
Brother  P.  S.  Botha  and  family  from  Stander- 
ton,  and  wish  them  every  joy  in  their  new  home 
and  environment. 

It  is  pieasing  to  report  the  baptism  of  Brother 
and  Sister  A.  L.  R.  Scott  and  their  three  chil- 
dren and  we  extend  to  them  a  most  hearty  wel- 
come, wishing  them  the  Lord's  choicest  bless- 
ings. 

We  are  most  happy  to  have  visiting  with  us 
Brother  Alex  Wilson  and  his  family.  Branch 
President  Hugo  has  assigned  them  various  tasks 
to  keep  them  busy  and  happy  during  their  long 
vacation. 

On  the  23rd  of  June  the  Branch  Presidency 
gave  a  braaivleis  on  the  chapel  grounds.  After 
the  delectable  refreshments  vanished,  by 
hungry  Mormon  appetites,  all  the  Saints 
gathered  in  the  recreation  hall  where  games  of 
skill  were  played. 

The  Branch  Presidency  is  pleased  to  thank 
each  and  everyone  who  helped  to  make  this 
function  a  delightful  success. 

We  regret  to  report  the  death  of  the  parents 
of  Brother  Dug  Hulbert,  who  have  passed  away 
within  a  week  of  each  other.  Although  not 
members  of  the  Church,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hulbert 
were  frequent  attendants  at  our  Sacrament  Ser- 
vices. Our  deepest  sympathy  goes  to  Brother 
Hulbert  during  his  sad  bereavement,  and  we 
pray  the  Lord  will  fill  the  empty  space  of  his 
neart  with  satisfying  blessings. 

We  rejoice  in  the  knowledge  that  Elder 
Ronald  Duncan,  a  member  of  Springs  Branch, 
has  completed  an  honourable  mission  and  we 
welcome  him  back  home  with  much  ado  over  his 
great  accomplishment. 

PORT   ELIZABETH   BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Clarence  Doller, 

63    Huegh  Road,  Walmer,  Port  Elizabeth,  C.P. 
Branch  Reporter:    Sister  Madge  McHugh 

Several  of  our  members  travelled  up  to  Dur- 
ban to  attend  the  opening  of  the  New  Chapel. 
We  here  in  P.E.  extend  our  congratulations  to 
the  Saints  in  Durban. 

Some  of  our  members  have  caught  the  flu 
and  have  missed  our  recent  meetings. 

We  regret  to  hear  of  Brother  Joe  Kozak's  ill- 
ness, but  we  hope  he  will  be  up  and  about  soon, 
also  to  hear  about  Brother  and  Sister  Everton's 
grandson,  Peter,  who  was  knocked  down  by  a 
car  and  had  both  legs  broken.  We  pray  our 
Heavenly  Father's  blessings  to  be  with  those  of 
our  number  who  are  afflicted  that  they  may  be 
restored  to  good  health  soon. 

SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Branch   President:   Elder   Kelvin    M.   Smith, 

4  Connaught  Avenue,  Highlands,  Salisbury, 

Southern   Rhodesia. 

Branch  Reporter:   Sister  Mary  Maxwell 

The  Salisbury  Branch  has  been  organized 
and  we  hope  that  this  will  be  a  stepping  stone 
to  a  great  future  for  our  Church  here. 

Another  happy  occasion  was  a  picnic  at  the 
Hunyani  River  which  the  members  enjoyed  so 
much  that  they  intend  to  have  regular  outings. 


RAMAH    BRANCH 

Branch  President:    Wilford   S.   Wrench, 

31  18th  Street,  Parkhurst.  Johannesburg, 
Transvaal. 

Branch   Reporter:    Sister  Noreen  Kroesen 

The  M.I. A.  gave  two  very  enjoyable  Firesides 
at  which  slides  were  shown  and  recordings  by 
the  Tabernacle  Choir  played. 

A  very  successful  Priesthood  Social  was  held 
at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Wrench  on 
the  29th  June. 

We  extend  a  warm  welcome  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Cherrit  and  family  who  have  returned  to 
Johannesburg.  Also  to  Sister  van  Niekerk  who 
entered  the  waters  of  baptism. 

We  extend  congratulations  to  Ivan  Muir  and 
Radene  Johnston  who  have  announced  their 
engagement. 

Sister  Rowing,  who  with  great  faith  and 
courage  bore  her  long  illness,  has  passed  away. 
Sweet  is  her  rest. 

WELKOM  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Harold  David  Boucher, 

39  Montague   Street,  Bedelia,  Welkom,  O.F.S. 
Branch  Reporter:  Sister  May  Dell 

We  extend  to  Elder  Lyons  our  sympathy  on 
the  loss  of  his  father. 

A  branch  party  was  held  on  Saturday,  July 
7th,  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Dell. 
This  was  an  evening  of  fun  and  games,  and 
was  enjoyed  by  everyone  present,  including 
some  investigators.  A  wide  variety  of  refresh- 
ments were  prepared  by   the  sisters. 

We  wish  to  congratulate  Brother  Herbert 
Parkin  and  Brother  Andrew  Robinson,  who 
have  been  advanced  to  Teachers  in  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:    Sydney  J.    Spear, 

154  Waverly  Road,   Bloemfontein,  O.F.S. 
Branch    Reporter:    Sister   Johanna   Utermohlen 

We  were  happy  to  have  Brother  and  Sister 
Wrench  with  us  in  Bloemfontein,  even  though  it 
was  only  for  a  weekend.  We  were  pleased  to 
hear  their  inspiring  talks  at  Sacrament  meet- 
ing. 

The  branch  sisters  held  a  very  successful  cake 
sale,  on  a  very  cold  morning,  to  help  the  Branch 
Building  Fund. 

On  July  16,  a  branch  social  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Beldon.  They 
celebrated  their  birthday  at  the  same  time. 

The  branch  sisters  are  knitting  and  doing 
various  other  things,  while  the  Utermohlen's 
are  putting  on  puppet  shows,  all  to  raise  money 
for  the  Building  Fund. 

BENONI   BRANCH 

Branch  President:  J.  H.   Adendorff, 

9  Somerset  Avenue,  Benoni,  Transvaal. 

Branch  Reporter:   Sister  Ann  Coetzee 

Branch  Conference  was  held  on  July  8,  and 
we  were  honoured  with  the  presence  of  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Duncan.  The  attendance  was 
greater  than  it  has  ever  been  (a  most  pleasing 
sight ! )  President  Duncan  and  Elder  Welling 
were  the  speakers  and  we  enjoyed  their  heart- 
warming messages.  It  was  an  eventful  even- 
ing in  the  history  of  the  Benoni  Branch  when 
Brother  J.  H.  Adendorff  was  made  Branch 
President  in  the  place  of  Elder  Welling.  We 
would    like    to    thank    him    for    loving    services 
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here  at  Benoni  and  welcome  Brother  Adendorll 
to  this  position.  The  Branch  is  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  members  now  and  we  thank  the 
Lord  for  this  blessing. 

A  successful  branch  social,  in  the  form  of  a 
"hot  dog"  supper,  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Charlton.  We  enjoyed  see- 
ing some  of  the  Elder's  slides  that  were  taken 
in  Kruger  National  Park. 

Our  branch  is  now  printing  a  small  monthly 
paper  containing  all  the  branch  news  and  pro- 
posed  Church  activities. 

Sister  Brummer,  snr.,  is  on  the  sick  list,  but 
we  are  happy  to  report  that  Sister  M.  Adendorff 
has  recovered  from  her  illness. 

EULAWAYO   BRANCH 
Branch   President:    Elder    K.  L.   Hadfield, 
20  Kings  Avenue,  Bulawayo,  Southern  Rhodesia. 
Reported   by   Elder  E.  Dale  Le  Baron 
An    enjoyable    time     was    had    by     all    that 
attended   the  branch  social  on  July  21.     Many 
members  and  friends,  old  and  young,  took  part 
in  the  different  games  that  were  played.  Later 
in   the   evening   there   were    movies  shown   fol- 
lowed by  refreshments  that  had  been  prepared 
by  the  sisters. 

Although  the  branch  membership  has  de- 
creased, the  branch  activities  are  still  being 
carried  on  constantly. 

PRETORIA    BRANCH 
Branch  President:    Lionel   Bibb, 
282   Preller  Street,  Muckleneuk,   Pretoria, 
Transvaal. 
Branch    Reporter:    Sister    Sheila    Bibb 
Sister   Judith    Terblanche    has    recently    under- 
gone  an   operation  and  we   pray  that  she  will 
soon  recover  her  full  strength. 

The  Relief  Society  Sisters,  though  in  recess, 
are  not  idle;  each  sister  is  working  on  her  own 
money-raising  project  for  the  Building  Fund. 

During  the  month  we  had  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Schultz  and  Brother  Dick  Jakins  from  Durban 
visiting  us 

Latest  news  from  Sister  Pat  Harvey  is  that 
she  has  just  returned  from  a  tour  of  Scotland 
and  Ireland  and  plans  to  visit  the  Continent 
soon. 

DURBAN   BRANCH 
Branch  President:   J.  Melverton  Jakins, 
P.O.   Box  3,    Montclair,    Durban,   Natal. 
Reported  by  Sister  Joyce  Wahlburn 
Our  big  day — the  Chapel  Opening — has  come 
and   gone,    and   we  are  still  trying   to  convince 
ourselves  that  it  was  all  really  true.     We  would 
like  to  thank  all  you  members  and  missionaries 
who  travelled  from  various  corners  of  the  Mis- 
sion to  visit  our  branch  this  past  month.      We 
loved  having  each  and  everyone  of  you. 

Ivor  Van  Coller,  Patricia  McAvarey,  Sister 
Patricia  Van  Coller.  and  Brother  and  Sister 
Billett,  were  the  first  lucky  people  to  be  bap- 
tised in  our  new  Baptismal  Font.  We  welcome 
them  wholeheartedly  into  our  midst.  This  wel- 
come is  also  extended  to  Sister  Nash  of  Pine- 
town,  Sister  Swanapoel  and  her  daughter  from 
Johannesburg,  and  Sister  Rosemary  Niellsen  of 
Cape  Town,  who  have  now  made  Durban 
their  new  home. 

A  braaivleis,  sponsored  by  the  Branch  Presi- 
dency, was  held  on  the  8th  July.  A  special  vote 
of  thanks  goes  to  Sister  Preijer,  who  was  largely 
responsible  for  the  success  of  this  event. 


Although  the  Chapel  is  complete,  our  Building 
Fund  continues  to  grow  from  a  very  successful 
Concert  that  raised  £17,  a  Cake  Sale,  and  a 
Talent  Night<  when  an  article  for  our  new 
kitchen  was  the  entrance  fee. 

It  is  so  nice  to  see  Denise  Hellon  up  and  about 
again  after  her  recent  appendectomy. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  Brother 
and   Sister   Moloney,    on    the   sudden  death    of 
Brother  Moloney's  sister,  in  Johannesburg. 
MOWBRAY    BRANCH 
Branch   President:    Brother  Alwyn   Hubert, 

129   Beach   Road,    Mouille   Point,  Cape  Town. 

Reported  by  Sister  Beatrice  E.  Smith. 
We  have  been  having  some  appalling  weather 
at  the  Cape,  but  after  the  storms  the  sun  has 
shown  and  the  rain  has  not  dampened  our  en- 
thusiasm for  fun  and  frolic.  On  Tuesday,  June 
26th,  the  M.I. A.  held  a  dance  festival,  which 
was  very  well-attended  and  proved  to  be  one 
of  the  most  successful  functions  that  the 
M.I. A.  has  yet  had.  The  hall  was  tastefully 
decorated  with  paper  streamers  and  balloons. 
Refreshments,  consisting  of  curry  and  rice  and 
sandwiches,  were  served  from  three  booths.  The 
evening  was  given  over  to  both  ballroom  and 
square  dancing.  The  arrangements  were  in  the 
hands  of  Brother  Sidney  Newton  and  Sister 
Arlene  Morris,  and  we  are  very  grateful  to  these 
two  young  people  for  the  work  that  they  put 
into  making  a  success  of  the  evening. 

A  Fireside  Chat  was  held,  22nd  July 
and  a  recording  of  President  David  O.  McKay's 
Conference  address  on  the  importance  of 
reverence  in  our  chapels  and  meeting-places 
was  played.  We  thank  Brother  Noel  Storey  for 
the  loan  of  his  recording  of  this  wonderful 
address.  At  the  same  fireside  we  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  a  recording  of  the  Tabernacle 
Choir's  rendering  of  "Lead  Kindly  Light."  It 
was  indeed  an  hour  of  delight  to  all  of  us  who 
remained   for   the   Fireside  Chat. 

We  are  thankful  to  report  that  the  gale  of 
Thursday,  19th  July,  has  left  all  of  the  Saints 
in  the  Cape  still  sound  in  wind  and  limb.  The 
nearest  to  danger  were  Sisters  Clara  McAdam 
and  Edith  Wiid,  who  were  trapped  in  their  flat 
by  someone's  roof  that  landed  on  their  stoep. 
We  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  that  these  good 
sisters  suffered  no  ill-effects  from  this  storm. 

It  is  at  this  time  of  the  year  that  our  thoughts 
always  go  back  to  the  Pioneers  who  so  bravely 
trekked  to  the  West  to  make  the  world  a  better 
place  for  the  Latter-day  Saints.  It  is  a  season 
of  rejoicing  throughout  the  Church,  and  we 
felt  that  we  were  joining  with  Latter-day  Saints 
all  over  the  earth,  when  we  had  our  Pioneer 
Social.  The  weather  was  pleasant,  which  meant 
that  a  large  number  of  people  turned  out.  The 
programme  was  specially  chosen  for  the  theme 
of  the  evening  There  was  a  poem  by  Sister 
Beatrice  Smith  and  "The  Story  of  Jacob 
Hamblin"  was  told  by  Elder  Hadley.  The  story 
was  illustrated  by  some  of  the  local  brethren. 
We  are  free  to  wonder  if  the  Navajos  would 
have  recognized  "Cumorah's"  own  Red  Indians. 

After  a  short  session  of  community  singing, 
refreshments  were  served.  The  rest  of  the 
time  was  occupied  in  square  dancing. 

The  excellent  Pioneer  and  Indian  draw- 
ings were  the  work  of  Brother  John  Scheltema. 
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